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Heidi K. S. Napolitino

From: Diane Cashman <dcashman1010@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 29, 2022 12:20 PM
To: Mike Quinn; Rajeev Thakur; John Brock; Brian Bogen; Terry Bryant; Eric Faison; Andrew 

DeDonker; Elizabeth Mitchell; Heidi K. S. Napolitino
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT

 
 
Hello to Mayor Quinn, all council members, Public Works, Town Administrator: 

  

 

Thank you for taking on the challenge of being on the Town Council and managing the 
economics and public works of Woodway.  As a responsible citizen, I wish to continue to be 
involved in the Town. I begin this message to you by ensuring you understand this is PUBLIC 
COMMENT.  It is requested that the entirety of the message be posted within the minutes of the 
June 6 Council meeting.  Public comments are meant to be available for anyone with interest to 
read.  By not including them, you prevent shared governance, a crucial tenet of all governments. 
Transparency in Council transactions is ESSENTIAL to building trust with your constituents.  By 
not being transparent, by refusing to engage with residents or post public comments, there is an 
erosion of that trust and believability. At the current time, there is only one way communication, 
from residents to the Council, Mayor, et al. 

  

In April of 2021, I presented a Power Point discussion during a Council meeting regarding the 
important storm water drainage issue and placement of 'rain gardens' in Twin Maples. I have 
never had a response to that, it wasn't even noted in the minutes.  I also have sent 
private emails and letters to individual members of the Council, Mayor, etc., and been told that 
an individual response is "unnecessary and inappropriate". Those were the words expressed to 
me in an email from Eric Faison.  

  

 why will Council members not respond to questions during a meeting? Public comment 
without engagement from the Council is wasted time and effort. 

 why will Council members not respond individually to direct questions from a 
resident?  They have been warned to not do so...WHY? Each member should be well 
versed on each topic or the votes they take are called into question. 

 why do the minutes of Council meetings and Council executive sessions not disclose vote 
count and details of what was discussed?  This would allow residents to understand the 
logic in positions taken by individual Council members. 
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I understand that other residents have pressed for over a year to have a Public Comments tab 
added to the Town website.  This would be a forum for public comments AND responses from 
those in government.  WHY HAS THIS NOT BEEN DONE YET?  Why does this seem to be an 
insurmountable issue? Why will our Town government not engage with 
residents?  Communication can only be deemed effective if it is two-way and transparent.  All 
residents of Woodway have the right to see the discussions and decisions of issues addressed by 
the council. Any and all residents have the right and responsibility to question their government 
officials. 

  

I repeat: why will the mayor and council not develop and support a two way communications 
system that will include updating the Town website with a Resident Comments tab and an 
additional tab for Council member, Mayor responses? 

  

I respectfully ask that this entire comment be placed within the minutes of the June 5, 2022 
Council member meeting as PUBLIC COMMENT.  I also welcome any response from the Mayor 
or any Council member.  Thank you for your time. 

  

Diane Cashman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The only thing better than singing is more singing 
                             Ella Fitzgerald 


